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STATE REGISTRATION. 

There was a large and enthusiastic extra- 
ordinary general meeting of the Irish Nurses’ 
Association at 86, Lower Leeson Street, Dub- 
lh on Friday evening, June 4th, the object 
l)ring to consider what further s t e p  should be 
taken immediately regarding tne question of 
K tate Registration. 

Mr. William Field, hf.P., who hacl attended 
with the deputation which miaited lately 011 
the Prime Minister in London, was present. 
Mr. Field is a warm supporter of ‘the Bill, 
and has taken the mattei. up wi& his usual 
energy. 

Miss Husley took the chair at 7 o’clock, and 
hiefly introduced the subject. It will be r,e- 
niembered that she also’was a member of the 
deputation and.made an able speech. 

Mrs. Kildare-Treacy, Hon. Secretary, read 
the following letter from the Right Hon. Lord 
Justice FitzGibbon, LL.D., another of our dis- 
tinguished Irish supporters, and who has al- 
ready taken so much trouble on our behalf :- 

Iiilimcli, Howth, Co. Dublin. 
June 3rd. 

DEAR MRS. TnmcY,-There can be no doubt that, 
in Ireland, the members of the numing pivfession 
are pradically unanimous and earnat  in the de- 
inand for State Registration, and in this demand 
they am suppoi-ted by all the representative In- 
stitutions of the Medical and Surgical Profcsions, 
ns well as by the great majority Qf the individual 
inembeit3 of these professions, and by the local 
governing authority and the Parliamentary repre- 
sentatives. But in Zngland there appara t o  be 
strong, organised, and influential opposition to  State 
Registration, wliioh seeins t o  be acting in the in- 
terest of the Lond’on Hospitals, I believe that its 
motive-and cerbainly its result-is to  preserve the 
profitable monopoly of Graining which large hospitaIs 
pomess, and by means of which they practically get 
three of the best years of every nurse’s work, not 
only for nothing, but; on the terms of lier paying a 
large fee for the privilege of working for them as & 
qualification to become a “hospital tiuined nube ” 
-the poolwt paid and inmt arduous w ~ r k  t o  which 
n woinan can devote herself. 

In Ireland we had t o  fight for 0111’ existence, to 
preveiit QU1’ exclusion froin State Registration-if 
Eng1and got it. The action Qf the House of h ~ . d S  
has mt UB over that danger now, and our Irish 
I ~ U ~ W X ,  if they choose, can get -me of the ad- 
vantag@ of State Registration th1*01& the Local 
Government Board. 

~f the English n u w ~  want State RegistratXon 
tlley will win it for themselves in England; but I 
am that  they may rely on any enoouragement 
and help which is in the power Of Irish nurses and 
their friends t o  give them. 

Sincerely YQUI+S, 
GERALD J?KTZGIDUON, chairman, 

City of Dublin Nuixing Institution. 
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RESOLUTIONS. 
The first Resolution was proposed by Miss 

KeIly, Matron, Steevens’ Hospital, as follows : 
I. 

“ That. Irish Matrons and Nurses desire to 
record their united conviction, that State Re- 
gistration has become an argent necessity for 
the Nurses of the United Kingdom, in their 
own interest, and in that of the public.” 

This was seconded by Miss kieeves, Matron, 
National Eye and Ear  Hospital, and also sup- 
ported by Miss Keogh, the recently appointed 
hlatron of the Richmond Hospitals. They all 
spoke well and to the point. 

,The resolution was carried unanimously. 

The second resolution- 
“ That copies of the foregoing be forwarded,. 

with a minute of this meeting, Go the Right 
Hon. the Prime Minister, and to the Chief 
Secretary for Ireland.” 
was proposed by Miss Wills, Assistant Superin- 
tendent of the Queen’s Jubilee Nurses in Ire- 
land, seconded by Miss Sutton, Matron, St. 
Vincent’s Hospital, and supported by Mr. 
Field, hI.P., and also carried with acclama- 
tion. 

I n  the course of Mr. Field’s speech, lie. re- 
marked how struck he was by Miss 
Huxley’s speech a t  the interview with Mr. 
Asquith, and characterised it as the best and. 
most practical of all made on that occasion. 
H e  also highly complimentecI Pllrs. Kildare 
Treacy, as Hon. Secretary to the Association,. 
for her able work. He  said he had taken this 
matter up, and was not going to allow it to 
drop, and would interest every member of Par- 
liament he could about it. H e  impressed on 
us the fact that it was not now merely a nurs- 
ing question, but a great national one. The  
health of a nation was one of its most valuable 
assets, and all adjuncts to it should be safe- 
guarded. The people have the right to the. 
very best doctors and the highest trained 
nurses. TqThy, said he, should even plumbers 
be allowed registration, and nurses forbidden 
it? H e  spoke of the “ frauds ” who go about 
in bonnet and cloak (about all they possess as. 
n nursing qualification) foisting themselves 
on a credulous public, and receiving the 
fee of an honest, fully-trained nurse. H e  con- 
duded by saying we might count on his help in 
every way he could. 

Mrs. Treacy, in thanking Mr. Field for  
his presence, said she had been struck by 
the statistics which had been furnished to lXrv 
Asqufth, and the wretched paucity of num- 
bers, both of doctbrs and institutions, who ob- 
jected in comparison to those who approve. 
Why should the majority be denied B 
measure because a small minority disapprove 
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